
Vote for Racial Justice 

Teach-In Guide for CA State Propositions 57 & 58 
 
Election Day is November 8th. In San Diego there will be 12 citywide and 17 state measures on the 
ballot. Many of the measures have implications for racial justice. This guide is a tool for San Diego (or 
CA) residents to organize Teach-In’s in their homes and communities around state Propositions 57 and 
58.  
 

PROPOSITION 57 

Matching Activity: 
 

 
▪ Download the matching cards about mass incarceration in the US and California from the 

SURJ-San Diego website. Print and cut the cards. Adjust how many matches you distribute 
based on how many people attend your Teach-In. 

▪ Say: “I am going to distribute cards around the room. When I say go, you are going to get up 
and find the person who has the pair to your notecard. For example, if your card says “Roses 
are red” you might find a person who has a card that says “violets are blue.”” 

o If you are hosting a small Teach-In around a table, you can spread the cards out on the 
table and the group can work together to pair them up. 

o If you have more people than cards, then tell people to pair up with someone else in 
finding their match. 

▪ Have each group introduce themselves and then read out their statement. 
▪ Start a short discussion by asking: “What stood out to you most? What surprised you? How is 

mass incarceration a racial justice issue?” 
 



Mini-Lecture on Prop 57: 
 

 
▪ Proposition 57 would expand the number of inmates convicted of nonviolent crimes eligible for 

parole. By one estimate, it would affect 25,000 incarcerated people. 
▪ Voting yes for 57 would also institute a system for inmates to earn positive points for good 

behavior and completing rehabilitation and educational programs while in prison, using prison 
time as an opportunity for rehabilitation rather than merely a holding cell. Rehabilitation 
programs are proven to reduce recidivism.  

▪ Opponents to 57 claim that violent criminals will be released from prison, but remember that 
eligibility for parole does not guarantee parole. Inmates must show evidence that they are not a 
danger to society in order to achieve early release. There is an extensive process that allows 
testimony from the prosecutor, victims and their family members, and approval by the 
governor.  

▪ As the matching activity made clear, mass incarceration in California is a racial justice issue. 
Black and Latino males are disproportionately represented in the prison system, undermining 
family and community structures, as well as their future prospects for employment. Those with 
felony convictions in prison cannot vote, so mass incarceration is a democratic issue as well. 

▪ Prop 57 would also transfer the power to decide whether a youth under 18 will be tried as an 
adult or a juvenile from a prosecutor to a judge. Judges are positioned to be less biased arbiters 
and will have a set of criteria guiding their decision. Prosecutors, on the other hand, are 
positioned to be as adversarial and to pursue the most punitive outcome as possible. Blacks and 
Latinos receive harsher punishments for the same infractions in comparison to whites, and any 
reform to make sentencing less biased promotes racial justice. 

▪ For more information on the racial disproportionality in mass incarceration, read The New Jim 
Crow by Michelle Alexander. 

 

PROPOSITION 58 

Simulation of Being an English Learner: 
 
 

● Say: “In pairs, explain what you did last night without using the letter “n.” Each person will have 
two minutes. If you hear your partner use the letter “n,” tap your nose.”  

● Say: “Now, each person has two minutes to explain what Prop 57 is about, but you cannot use 
the letter ‘r.’ If your partner uses the letter ‘r’, tap your nose.” 

● Ask these questions to generate a short discussion:  
o What was that experience like?  
o How was it different speaking about what you did last night and about Prop 57? 
o What does this activity teach us about what it’s like to be an English learner in school? 
o In what ways does language affect access to opportunities in our society? 



 

Mini-Lecture on Prop 58: 
 
 

▪ More than 1 in 5 K-12 students in California are English Learners. Over 40% of K-12 students in 
California speak a language other than English in their homes. 

▪ In 1998 California voters passed Proposition 227, which effectively eliminated most bilingual            
education programs in the state. Prop 227 required “limited English proficient” students to be              
taught nearly all in English. Parents had to sign a waiver for their child to receive bilingual                 
education. 

▪ Prop 58 would overturn 227 and eliminate obstacles to bilingual education, which research has 
repeatedly shown is the most effective approach to develop proficiency in both languages. 
Moreover, bilingual education provides the opportunity for English-speaking students to learn a 
second language, which is an important recognition of the diversity that characterizes our 
communities and a valuable asset in today’s global society. 

▪ The academic performance of English learner students lags far behind that of non-English 
learners. Yes on Prop 58 would allow educators access to more tools, such as native language 
instruction, to help them catch up. By learning content in their first language (or with support in 
their first language) as they concurrently develop proficiency in English, English learners will not 
fall behind. 

▪ English-only regulations marginalize large sections of the population. Treating non-English 
languages as valuable commodities that should be encouraged rather than banned is likely to 
help the self-esteem of students whose families speak those languages. 

▪ Passage of Proposition 58 could mark a historic turning point in California away from an 
anti-immigrant stance and toward acceptance of multicultural diversity. 

 

VOTE FOR RACIAL JUSTICE: GUIDE FOR LOCAL & STATE PROPOSITIONS  

▪ You can find this Teach-In guide as well as a voting guide for several other local and state 
measures at the SURJ-San Diego website: surjsandiego.org/ 

o You can hand out copies of the full Vote for Racial Justice voting guide. 
▪ Ask the participants at your Teach-In to commit to hosting a Teach-In of their own. By spreading 

this information across the community, we can start a movement to vote for racial justice. 
 

ABOUT SURJ-SAN DIEGO 

SURJ-SD is a local chapter of a national organization mobilizing white people for racial justice. The 
organization was founded with the conviction that it is up to white people to educate themselves 
about racism and to take action against its overt and institutionalized forms. We partner with 
people-of-color-led organizations in the community, supporting them when they call on us, but careful 
not to reproduce white privilege in organizing for racial justice. SURJ-SD meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of every month and has other events and activities to get involved with. You can find more 
information on facebook at: facebook.com/surjsandiego 



Vote for Racial Justice 
Matching Activity  

for CA State Propositions 57 & 58 
 
Print out the cards below, cut on the dotted line, and follow the instructions in the teach-in guide.  
  



 

In 2011, the United States 
Supreme Court ruled that 
California's prisons 

were overcrowded and violated 
the Eighth Amendment. The state 
was ordered to reduce its prison 
population. 

The prison population dropped in 
California after voters approved 
Proposition 47 in 2014, which 

reduced certain non-violent 
felonies to misdemeanors and 
gave more inmates a higher 
chance for parole consideration. 

In California between 1990 and 
2013, the share of prisoners age 
50 and older grew from 4% to 
21%. At the same time, the 
percentage of prisoners age 25 
and younger fell from 20% to 
13%. Given that aging offenders 
tend to have greater health care 
needs, 

these trends present a particular 
challenge with respect to 
providing constitutionally 
mandated adequate health care 
and controlling prison health care 
costs. 
 

https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_Supreme_Court
https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_Supreme_Court
https://ballotpedia.org/Bill_of_Rights,_United_States_Constitution


As of March 2015, the California 
prison population stood at 

112,300, or 135.8% of its 
capacity. 

There are around 2.4 
million people incarcerated in 
America's federal, state and local 
prisons and jails. Together, the 
nation's inmates would 
constitute the fourth biggest city 
in the United States. Expand that 
grouping to everyone under 
correctional control, including 
probation and parole, 

and you'd have a metropolis of 
nearly 7 million, second only to 
New York. 
 

The U.S. has the largest 
incarceration system in the 
world.  It has one-fourth of the 
world's prisoner population 

despite having only 5% of its 
entire population. 
 

http://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie.html
http://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie.html
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/press/cpus12pr.cfm
http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2013/08/economist-explains-8


The number of people that see 
the inside of a jail cell in a given 
year in the US would 

constitute a prison city with a 
population as big as New York 
and Los Angeles combined (11.6 
million). 

Children as young as 14 may be 
tried in California in adult criminal 
court. Of the 612 youth involved 
in felony cases disposed of  

in adult court in 2009, 95% were 
males and 5% were females. 
Fifty-nine percent were Hispanic, 
26% were black, and 7% were 
white. 

According to a 2013 study, 3,281 
prisoners in the US have been 
given life sentences without 
parole for nonviolent crimes, 

including shoplifting a jacket, 
stealing gas from a truck and 
selling $10 worth of marijuana. 
About 65% were black and many 
were struggling with mental 
health issues. 

http://www.economist.com/blogs/democracyinamerica/2014/03/americas-prison-population
http://www.economist.com/blogs/democracyinamerica/2014/03/americas-prison-population


The U.S. imprisons black men at 
about five times the rate 

that South Africa did during 
apartheid. 
 

Today there are more people 
behind bars for a drug offense 
than 

the number of people who were 
in prison or jail for any crime in 
1980. 

Harsh sentencing laws like 
mandatory minimum sentences, 
combined with cutbacks in parole 
release, 

keep people in prison for longer 
periods of time. 



Today, people of color make up 
37% of the US population but 67% 
of the prison population. Overall, 
African Americans are more likely 
than white Americans to be 
arrested; 

once arrested, they are more 
likely to be convicted; and once 
convicted, they are more likely to 
face stiff sentences. 

Black men in the US are six times 
as likely to be incarcerated as 
white men and Latino men are 
more than 

twice as likely to be incarcerated 
as white men. 

After California’s prison 
population reached the crisis 
stage of overcrowding — with 
some prisons at 300 percent 
capacity — the state in 2011 
began to parole thousands of 
inmates to their original counties. 
Within 15 months,  

more than 27,500 inmates had 
been “realigned” from state 
prisons to county jails or to 
parole. 



Following an order to reduce its 
prison population by the Supreme 
Court, California reduced its 
prison population by 17% 
between 2010 and 2014. This led 
to the fear that 

suddenly returning thousands of 
convicts to the streets would 
cause a spike in crime, but there 
was little or no deviation in the 
crime rate after the mass 
prisoner release. 
 

In California, some criminal 
convictions have no impact on 
your voting rights at all. Other 
kinds of convictions may 
temporarily take away your right 
to vote. The only time you are not 
eligible to vote is when you have: 

1) a felony conviction and you are 
still in state prison or serving 
your sentence in county jail; or 2) 
when you are on parole. 

In California, younger felons are 
more likely to return to prison. 
Inmates released at age 24 or 
younger 

recidivate at a rate of 67.2 
percent. 
 



The total three-year recidivism 
rate (returns to California State 
prison) for all felons released 
during fiscal year (FY) 2008-09 

is 61.0 percent. Most felons who 
recidivate return to prison within 
a year of release (74.1 percent). 
 

Inmates committed to prison in 
California for property crimes 
consistently recidivate at a higher 
rate than those committed for 
other types of crimes, including 
crimes against persons, drug 
crimes, and “other” crimes. 
Inmates committed for more 
serious crimes 

do not have higher recidivism 
rates. For example, inmates 
released for rape have a lower 
recidivism rate (52.8 percent) 
than those who were committed 
for vehicle theft (72.5 percent). 
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